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that the amount claimed is due the court may
proceed to make an order that the debt be paid.

If the debt is not paid as ordered,, the complain-
ant may then take out a distress warrant; alterna-
tively or if the distress warrant proves fruitless,
he may ask for a judgment summons. This is a
summons to the defendant to appear at court and
show cause why he should not be imprisoned for
failing to comply with the order. If the complain-
ant can show that since the order was made, the
defendant has had the means to pay the debt, the
court may sentence him to a term of imprisonment
not exceeding six weeks. The defendant himself
can be called into the witness box to be questioned
about his means.

A debtor cannot be imprisoned more than once
for non-payment of a debt but the imprisonment
is no bar to the issue of a distress warrant if later
he has property on which distraint can be levied.

SURETIES TO KEEP THE PEACE

Under their commission justices are empowered
to bind over any person that comes before them
whom they consider likely to cause a breach of the
peace or to incite public disorder.

By this power, magistrates can bind over any
person who is before them; for example, the
defendant to a summons for assault, instead of
imposing a fine or imprisonment. It is not un-
common for the court to bind over both parties to
an assault case where the magistrates feel that
both are quarrelsome people equally blameworthy
and likely to disturb the peace again unless re-
strained by a recognizance.